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Control

Uncertain. K pneumomae ozaenae is presumably a part of the normal
gastrointestinal flora of mice and rats

Interference with Research

K pneumomae is an opportunistic pathogen that may complicate studies
in which host defenses are compromised.

Streptococcus pyogenes

Significance
Very low

Perspective

Nelson (1954) described a natural outbreak of cervical lymphadenitis
caused by a group A streptococcus in laboratory mice, the organism was
later identified as 5 pyogenes serotype 50 (Hook et al , 1960) A second
occurrence of this disease was reported by Hook et al (I960), who also
obtained evidence that two epizootics of the disease had occurred previously
in mice of two additional laboratories in the vicinity of New York City, one
in 1935 and the other in 1959.

Agent

A bacterium, family Streptococcaceae, 5. pyogenes, group A, serotype
50. S. pyogenes is composed of p-hemolytic, microaerophilic, bacitracin-
susceptible, Gram-positive cocci that usually form chains. The species is
subdivided into groups on the basis of Lancefield's group antigens and into
serotypes based on cell wall M and T antigens. Serotypmg is sometimes
helpful in tracking common source outbreaks (Lancefield, 1972; Facklam
and Carey, 1985)

Hosts

Humans are considered the natural host of (3-hemolytic group A S. pyogenes
(Lancefield, 1972). There are only two reports (Nelson, 1954; Hook et al.,
1960) of natural infection in laboratory mice.